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Abstract

This research addresses one of the most common objections against the Islamic faith,
which is the claim of contradiction between the statements of the Prophet Muhammad,
peace be upon him, or between them and modern scientific facts, especially in the
hadiths concerning contagion and leprosy. The research utilized a descriptive-analytical
methodology to refute any apparent contradiction between these hadiths or between
them and contemporary medicine. It gathered the hadiths related to contagion and Available Online:
leprosy, along with explaining the understanding of Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with 17 December 2024
them, regarding this matter, and assessing the authenticity and weakness of each hadith.

It also clarified the findings of contemporary medical sciences, and whether there is a

real contradiction between them and the hadiths. Additionally, it provided a historical

overview of leprosy and its treatments during the time of prophethood. The research

concluded that no genuine contradiction exists between the hadith "There is no

contagion™ and the other confirmed hadiths about contagion, including "Flee from the

leper.” Finally, the research elucidated how the hadiths of contagion and leprosy are

evidence of prophethood.

Keywords: Contradiction, Hadiths about Contagion, Leprosy, Prophetic Signs,

resolution of conflicting hadiths.
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! Ibn Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Alf ibn Ahmad al-Ansar al-Ifiiqi al-MisiT al-
Khazraji, Lisan al- ‘A4rab (Beirut: Dar Saadir, 1414H), 15/39.

2 Van Seventer, J. M., and N. S. Hochberg. 2017. "Principles of Infectious Diseases:
Transmission, Diagnosis, Prevention, and Control.”" In International Encyclopedia of Public
Health, 22—39. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-803678-5.00516-6.

% Ibn Manziir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Alf ibn Ahmad al-AnsarT al-Ifiiqi al-MisiT al-
Khazraji, Lisan al- ‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Saadir, 1414H), 12/87.
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1 Le PH, Philippeaux S, Mccollins T, et al. 2023. "Pathogenesis, Clinical Considerations, and
Treatments: A Narrative Review on Leprosy.” Cureus, no. 15 (12): e49954. Published
December 5, 2023. https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.49954.
2 Al-Bukhari, Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il ibn Ibrahim al-Ju‘fi, Sahih al-Bukhari
(Beirut: Dar Touq al-Najaat, 442H), No: 5707, 5387.
8 Muslim, Abii al-Husayn ‘Asakir ad-Din Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj ibn Muslim ibn Ward an-
Naysabiiri, Sahth Muslim (Riyadh: Dar ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1417H), No: 22109.
4 Al-Humaydi, Ion Abi Nasr, Tafsir Gharib maa fi al-Sahihain al-Bukhari wa Muslim (Cairo:
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2 Leprosy in Premodern Medicine. A Malady of the Whole Body by Luke Demaitre PhD.
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