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Abstract

STUDIES ON LITERATURE OF AL-IMAM AL-SHAFI'l: DESCRIPTION AND
EVALUATION

Most researchers have competed in the study of al-Imam al-Shafi'i literature, not as they did
in other poets. Al-Imam al-Shafi'i was not one of the greatest poets who used poetry as a
profession. He was not skillful in improving the field for materialistic goals, nor did he leave
a poetry collection carrying his name. Unfortunately, none of his students collected and
compiled his poems in a Diwan, until the middle of the sixth century. The Diwan was printed
and became very popular in the modern era. The study of the Diwan started in different
aspects: literary, linguistic, educational, and others. This research aims to study the latest
findings on the literature of Imam Al-Shafi'i and find out its most prominent features and
flaws. These findings can be used as guidelines for researchers who want to study his
literature. Therefore, this paper compiles all related studies, and classify them historically, and
by publication means. It also looks at the results through bibliographic statistics by
considering the contents while identifying the most critical features to be improved and the
most negative parts to be reconsidered. The study also focuses on the repetition aspects for
other researchers to avoid and focuses on the untouched elements for them to explore, using
descriptive analysis studies. This research concludes with some findings. Among the most
important findings is the repetition of the studies, which reached a high level of similarities.
To avoid unnecessary issues related to the Diwan, including the Diwan's confirmation to al-
Imam al-Shafi'i, denial of overlap and confusion between his poetry and the poetry of his
peers and followers, and criticized of the various publications of the Diwan. Also, The
growing phenomenon of isolated cultural islands in the Arabic and Islamic cultural, which
was more towards repetition, rather than perfection.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi‘i - Diwan al-Shafi‘i - Imam Shafi‘i Literature - Literary Studies.
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