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ABSTRACT

Arabic Language, Nigeria,
Plot of Destruction, Efforts
of Construction

Arabic language has great importance in Nigeria for its position as language of Islam,
history, education, economics, politics, and international relation. Individuals and
associations have long attached importance to it and thus established centers and
institutes where Arabic language is studied. The Nigerian government has also since
followed suit. Meanwhile, Arabic language is studied today in private and
government educational establishments at various levels. The main objective of
studying Arabic in the past was for sound understanding of the religious teachings; it
has however developed to acquiring language competence in all its aspects as a
modern developed language to give the students opportunity to view the outside
world. The researcher focuses attention on the growth and development of Arabic
language from its inception in Nigeria and the honour, acceptance and the
development it won during the Islamic caliphate in Sokoto, the disdain and
backwardness that confronted it during the British colonialism and the affection,
attention and the development it witnessed in the hands of enthusiastic Nigerian
scholars. The researcher adopts the methods of historical recuperation by bringing
back the past of Arabic language in this part of the world and the legacies it left
behind. The researcher in collating his data results to personal interview and the Yes
or No electronic method of inquiry, especially on the problems facing Arabic
language in Nigeria. Meanwhile the research findings include: 1. Arabic language is
the first language of civilization known to Nigerians through which they learned
reading and writing at a time this was a form of magic and only very few people in
the society could do it. 2. Nigerian Muslims attach great importance to Arabic
education and they have always spent every precious thing to develop it. The
researcher concluded by proffering series of suggestions and recommendations to
move the Arabic education to a greater height.
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