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ABSTRACT

This research explores a long-standing and controversial philosophical issue that has
occupied both philosophers and theologians: the nature of the human soul. The study
focuses on the perspectives of two prominent figures—Ibn Sina, representing the
philosophical tradition, and Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, representing the late Ash'arite
theological school. The research is confined to three central questions: the concept of the
human soul, its existence, and its essence.

Three main methodological approaches were employed:

1. Comparative Approach - used to contrast the views of Ibn Sina and al-Razi,
highlighting the extent to which al-Razi was influenced by Ibn Sina on this issue.

2. Analytical Approach - applied to examine Ibn Sina’s philosophical arguments
regarding the soul, independent of religious texts, and to analyze al-Razi’s
theological arguments, which aim to prove religious beliefs through rational
evidence.

3. Critical Approach - used to critique the philosophical interpretation of the soul
that is detached from religious sources, as well as to evaluate al-Razi’s reliance on
Ibn Sina’s views despite his theological commitments.

The study concludes with several key findings, the most significant being that theological
discourse among the later Ash'arites was deeply influenced by philosophical thought.
There is a marked convergence between theologians and philosophers in their conceptual
frameworks. Despite Ibn Sina’s evident influence, al-Razi ultimately upheld his theological
perspective and doctrinal orientation.

KEYWORDS: The human soul, Ibn Sina, Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi
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