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Arabic Calligraphy between Metaphysical
Myths and Human Efforts

Abstract

It is an undoubtedly acknowledgement that Allah has
chosen Arabic calligraphy to write the words of the
Holy Qur’an, and gave it magnificence and beauty
which any other calligraphy does not have. Its
exquisite geometric shapes paint unlimited beautiful
images, and even became an independent art. The
Arabs were contented with it for obscene images and
nude statues, and this geometric formation became an
aesthetic feature that gave Islamic civilization a
special character throughout the ages. This
transcendent beauty led a group of scholars in stating
that it descended from the divine in this wonderful
image, which is beyond the human capacity, and
Arabic heritage books were loaded with dozens of
narrations in this field. This is what this research
attempts to achieve, in order to differentiate between
what is the metaphysical that needs a definitive text of
proof and significance, and what is human as a
product of the cumulative efforts of the experiences of
scientists and creators throughout the ages, which
requires a rational, moderate position on the issue of
the unseen generally, then to present a number of
those narrations scattered in the wombs of the books
of Arab heritage, and criticize them as a narration and
knowledge. Also, to mention those who borrowed
Arabic calligraphy from the neighboring nations
before Islam, and who developed it after Islam, until it
became an Islamic industry par excellence, through
the descriptive analytical method. In the end, the
research concluded a number of results, the most
important of them are: Belief in the unseen is a
religious duty, provided that there is a valid evidence
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from the authentic revelation. Most realistic narrations
indicate that the Arabs borrowed their calligraphy
from the neighboring nations, especially from the
Nabataean script in the Anbar region. The bond
between the writing and civilization is an inseparable
bond, which was achieved by the Arabs after the
advent of Islam, which makes us say: It is an Islamic
industry par excellence, and the follow-ups of the
efforts of Arab scholars in the field of developing
Arabic calligraphy confirm that the calligraphy is a
human industry, developed by the scholars who spent
their ages serving the sciences and arts in Arabic
language.

Keywords: Arabic calligraphy - Unseen past - Myths
- Human efforts.
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