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Abstract

Methodological Implications of al-Ghazali’s View on the
Truth and Fallacy of Ijtihad

Muslim jurists differed over many juridical issues. This led
to rising the question: are all mujtahids correct in their
various opinions or some of them might be correct and some
others might be wrong? There two main trends on this issue:
the first one tends to consider all mujtahids wright in their
opinions, while the second believes that not every mujtahid
is wright in his jjtihad. Each side tried to support its view
with textual evidence as well as reasoning. This research
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aims at providing a critical review of al-Ghazali’s arguments
in supporting the first view. It focuses on the methodological
implications of those arguments relating to the Islamic
methodology of legislation as well as the validity of giyyas
in making Islamic rulings on new issues. The research
adopts, in its first part, a descriptive method to present the
views of jurists on this issue, while in its second part it adopts
analytical and critical methods to assess al-Ghazali’s view
and arguments. The research concludes that, although al-
Ghazali tried to be consistent and apply his view to his
discussion on jjtihad and giyyas, yet he contradicted himself
when he was discussing the methods of determining illah.
A close analysis of his arguments shows that, without
intention, he was supporting and validating the views of
Zahiri jurists on the invalidity and fallacy of giyyas.

Key words: al-Ghazali, [jtihad, truth and fallacy
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