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Abstract: One of the biggest challenges facing modern
societies is how to deal with religious, cultural, and linguistic
diversity. How can the modern state effectively
accommodate multiple and sometimes competing
worldviews within its midst, while at the same time
maintaining societal cohesion and harmony? Is it possible to
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allow religious groups the freedom to reaffirm their identity
and faith, and practice their diverse rituals and traditions,
without leading to the destruction of the society? To what
extent is the religious freedom of minorities protected in a
multi-religious state? While there is no question that the
rights and freedom of religious minorities deserve utmost
concern especially when it comes to international relations,
it appears that in certain places such concern is over-
exaggerated when it come to the status of non-Muslims in
Islam. This article will seek to answer some of the above
questions, by exploring and analyzing the socio-religious
status of religious minorities living under an Islamic and
secular political systems. The scope of the article will be
limited to religious rights and freedom of minority religious
groups, both in Islamic tradition and under a secular political
philosophy, and exploring their impact on contemporary
international relations. Brunei Darussalam has been selected
as a case study due to its religious values, racial, and
linguistic diversity. Finally, In term of international
relations, the degree to which Islam in Brunei exemplifies
the spirit of tolerance toward religious minority groups will
be appraised.
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John R. Hinnells, ed. A New Dictionary of Religions. Oxford, UK: '

Penguin Books Ltd., 1995, p. 414.

Michael Pye (ed.), Macmillan Dictionary of Religion. London, UK: '
The Macmillan Press, 1994, p. 224; John Bowker, “Religion,” in The
Oxford Dictionary of World Religion. John Bowker, ed., New York:
Oxford University Press, 1997, pp. xv-xvi; Jonathan Z. Smith, ed.,
“Religion”, in The HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion. USA: The
American Academy of Religion, 1995, p. 893; S.G.F. Brandon, general-
ed., “Religion, Origin of”, in A Dictionary of Comparative Religion.
New York: Scribner’s and Macmillan, 1988, pp. 535-536.
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Mircea Eliade, ed., Vol. 12. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company,
1987, p. 283.
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J.A. Simpson and E.S.C. Weiner, eds. The Oxford English Dictionary
2nd edition. Vol. VI, Oxford: Claredon Press, 1989, p. 164.

Houghton Mifflin Company. The American Heritage Dictionary of the '
English Language. Third Edition, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
1992, p. 723.
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Seyyed Hossein Nasr. 4 Young Muslim's Guide to the Modern World.
Petaling Jaya: Mekar Publishers, 1994, p. 146.
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Petaling Jaya: Mekar Publishers, 1994, p. 146.
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Ninian Smart. Religion and the Western Mind. Albany: State of New
York Press, 1987, p. 87.

Ronald C. White Jr. and Albright G. Zimmerman, p. 50. "

Arlin M. Adams and Charles J. Emmerich. 4 Nation Dedicated to "
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al mujtama al Islami. Herndon: The International Institute of Islamic
Thought, 1993; AbdulHamid A. AbuSulayman, "Al-Dhimmah and
Related Concepts in Historical Perspective," Journal Institute of Muslim
Minority Affairs. Vol. 9:1, (January 1988); Ismail R. Al-Faruqi, "Rights
of Non-Muslims Under Islam: Social and Cultural Aspects," Journal

Institute of Muslim Minority. Affairs. Vol. 1:1, (Summer 1979).
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Vol. 9:1, (January 1988), p. 9.
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