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Abstract

This is an analytical study that discusses the emergence
of magasid al-shariah and the development of its literature.
It aims at clarifying the difference between maqasid al-
shariah in itself from one side and literature on maqasid al-
shariah and maqasid terminology from the other side. The
study concludes that magasid al-shariah in itself should not
be confused with the writings of jurists on this
topic. Magasid al-shariah are the objectives of Islamic legal
texts and tulings. Magasid thought reflects the juristic
approach to interpret Islamic legal texts in a way that fulfills
the lawgiver objectives. Maqasid al-shariah in itself is part
and parcel of the Islamic legal texts and has no statting point
at the history of Islamic sciences. However, the literature on
the concept of magasid al-shariah and its terminology (such
as the five universal values, necessities, needs,
complementary values, hikmah, ‘illah .. .etc.) has emerged
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